
  
 
Meeting: Traffic Management Meeting 
Date: 15 August 2011 
Subject: Chiltern Gardens, Leighton Buzzard - Resolution of 

objections to the proposed Prohibition of Waiting 
 

Report of: Basil Jackson, Assistant Director of Highways and Transportation. 
Summary: To report  to the Executive Member for Sustainable Communities 

Services the receipt of objections to proposals for a prohibition of waiting 
on lengths of Chiltern Gardens, Leighton Buzzard and seek approval for 
the implementation of this scheme. 

 
 
Contact Officer: Gary Baldwin – Traffic Engineer 

gary.baldwin@amey.co.uk 
Public/Exempt: Public 
Wards Affected: Leighton Buzzard North 
Function of: Council 

 
CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS 
Council Priorities: 
To improve highway safety and facilitate the free flow of traffic 
 
Financial: 
The cost of introducing the waiting restrictions will be approximately £2,000, which is 
being funded via the Forticrete development 
 
Legal: 
None as part of this report 
 
Risk Management: 
None as part of this report 
 
Staffing (including Trades Unions): 
None as part of this report 
 
Equalities/Human Rights: 
None as part of this report 
 
Community Safety: 
The proposal will improve road safety in the vicinity of the two junctions of Heath Road 
and Chiltern Gardens 
 
 
 



Sustainability: 
None 

 
RECOMMENDATION(S): 
1. That the proposal to introduce a Prohibition of Waiting on the two 

junctions of Heath Road and Chiltern Gardens be implemented as set out 
in this report. 
 

 
 
Background and Information 
 
1. 
 

The Council has received complaints about indiscriminate on-street parking near 
to the two junctions of Heath Road and Chiltern Gardens, Leighton Buzzard. 
This occurs mainly during school opening and closing times by parents dropping 
off and picking up pupils. The positioning of parked cars can obstruct visibility for 
drivers turning into and out of Chiltern Gardens and for pedestrians crossing at 
these locations, thereby creating a road safety hazard.  
 

2. The proposals were formally advertised by public notice in June 2011. 
Consultations were also carried out with the emergency services and other 
statutory bodies, Leighton-Linslade Town Council and Elected Members. Local 
people were also consulted. 
 

3. 
 

A total of 7 representations have been received, all of which are opposed to 
the advertised proposals. Copies of all of these are included in Appendix C 
and the comments are summarised below. 
 

4. The main points raised by those responding to the formal consultation were as 
follows:- 
 
a) Concerns that the proposed restrictions would force vehicles to park 

further into Chiltern Gardens, thereby creating parking difficulties outside 
residents’ homes. 

b) The restrictions would prevent residents and their visitors parking outside 
their homes. 

c) Parents of school children will not obey the restrictions and there will be 
little or no enforcement of the restrictions. 

d) The present difficulties only exist for short periods of time and do not justify 
the imposition of yellow lines. 

e) Concerns about the appearance of yellow lines. 
f) School traffic should be routed through the school grounds via a one-way 

system. 
 

5. Bedfordshire Police accept the proposals and have raised no objection.  
 

 
 
 



Conclusion and the Way Forward 
 
6. The following observations relate to the specific points listed above. 

 
a) The proposal is for short lengths of waiting restriction covering the 

immediate junction areas mainly where drivers should not be parked. The 
number of parked vehicles displaced by the restrictions would be relatively 
few, probably 2-3 cars, and are unlikely to have a significant impact further 
into Chiltern Gardens. 

b) The proposals cover the two junctions of Heath Road and Chiltern 
gardens and do not extend across the full frontage of any property. The 
impact on residents’ ability to park outside their home is likely to be 
minimal. 

c) It is acknowledged that parking restrictions are not always successful in 
tackling school gate parking due to the short-term nature of it. However, as 
these restrictions cover relatively short lengths of road very close to 
junctions, it is hoped that drivers will understand the need for them and 
compliance will be reasonably good. The Council’s parking enforcement 
team will be able to target the area at the appropriate times of day if there 
are regular instances of non-compliance. 

d) The restrictions are not solely related to the school gate parking issue and 
will hopefully ensure that parking very close to the junctions does not 
occur at all times. 

e) The lengths of yellow lines are not extensive, so the impact will be 
minimal. The restrictions will require yellow lines only and do not need 
upright signs. 

f) This is a matter for the school, but experience suggests that schools are 
very reluctant to encourage additional vehicle movements through their 
grounds, primarily on health and safety grounds. 

 
7. In conclusion, it is felt that the proposed prohibition of waiting will help to keep 

these two junctions clear of parked cars with obvious road safety benefits. Due 
to the short lengths of yellow lines involved only a small number of parked cars 
will be displaced into Chiltern Gardens. Hence, the impact on residents will be 
relatively minimal. 
 

8. It is recommended that the proposal goes ahead as advertised. 
 

 
 
 
Appendices: 
Appendix A – Location plan 
Appendix B – Public notice 
Appendix C – Representations on proposals 
 
 



APPENDIX A 
 

 



APPENDIX B 
 
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL PROPOSES TO INTRODUCE A 
PROHIBITION OF WAITING ON CHILTERN GARDENS AND CLARENCE ROAD, 
LEIGHTON BUZZARD. 
 
Reason for proposal: The proposed Order is considered necessary on the grounds of 
promoting road safety. The Prohibition of Waiting at the two junctions of Heath Road 
and Chiltern Gardens would improve visibility for all road users. Therefore, Central 
Bedfordshire Council proposes to make a Traffic Regulation Order as follows: 
  
Effect of the Order:  
 
To introduce No Waiting at Any Time (double yellow lines) on the following 
lengths of road in Leighton Buzzard:- 
 
• Chiltern Gardens (north junction with Heath Road):- On both sides, from Heath Road 

in an easterly direction for a distance of approximately 10.5 metres. 
• Chiltern Gardens (south junction with Heath Road):- On both sides, from Heath 

Road in an easterly direction for a distance of approximately 15.5 metres. 
 

Further Details: of the proposal and plans may be examined during normal office hours 
at Leighton-Linslade Town Council, The White House, Hockliffe Street, Leighton 
Buzzard and normal opening hours at Leighton Buzzard Library, Lake Street, Leighton 
Buzzard. These details will be placed on deposit until 6 weeks after the Order is made 
or until it is decided not to continue with the proposal.  Telephone Steve Hall on 0845 
365 6124 or email steve.hall@amey.co.uk for further advice on this proposal. 
 
Objections: should be sent in writing to the Transportation Manager, Bedfordshire 
Highways, Woodlands Annex, Manton Lane, Bedford MK41 7NU or e-mail 
centralbedsconsultation@amey.co.uk stating the grounds on which they are made by 
24th June 2011. 
 
Order Title: if made will be “Central Bedfordshire Council (District of South Bedfordshire) 
(Civil Enforcement Area and Special Enforcement Area) (Waiting Restrictions and 
Street Parking Places) (Consolidation) Order 2008 (Variation No *) Order 201* 
 
Technology House       Basil Jackson  
239 Ampthill Road       Assistant Director for Highways 
Bedford MK42 9QQ      and Transport 
 
2nd June 2011 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX C 
 
 
Re: Proposal for no waiting at anytime for Chiltern Gardens, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 3BL 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
I am writing to you to express my concern over the above proposal in Chiltern Gardens. 
My family and I live at number 2 Chiltern Gardens which is right next to Heathwood School gates and is 
the most affected by the traffic congestion throughout the day. 
We have lived here since 2000 and as parents and grandparents ourselves have been extremely tolerant 
and understanding of the situation. 
We never complain despite over the years having to endure damage to our vehicles, personal abuse and 
constant blocking of our property. 
Heathwood School seem uninterested in the problem and does not communicate with the residents. 
 
However, your proposal would mean that the only place to park without penalty would be in front of our 
house and our neighbours' houses. 
Our problems are of course compounded by the fact that everyone uses the front of our house as a 
turning point which is dangerous and impractical. 
This is unacceptable and I would encourage someone from your department to contact me as soon as 
possible to discuss this urgent issue. 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Xxxxx Xxxxxx 
 
x Chiltern Gardens 
Leighton Buzzard 
Beds 
LU7 3BL 
 
 

 
        X Chiltern Gardens 
        Leighton Buzzard 
        Bedfordshire  LU7 3BL 
Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
Re: Proposal of double yellow lines Chiltern Gardens, Leighton Buzzard 
 
With reference to the Public Notices dated 2nd June 2011for the proposal of making a Traffic Regulation 
Order, I wish to object to the Order. 
 
My objections are on the following grounds:- 
 

1. Existing Road Traffic Act legislation is in place prohibiting parking opposite or within 10 metres 
(32 feet) of a junction. The proposal to lay double yellow lines, I assume is to reinforce this 
legislation. The current situation is that parking is problematic and does cause a danger at the 
junctions of Chiltern Gardens (north and south) with Heath Road but this not enforced or policed. 
Assuming that double yellow are put down it would appear that your intention is to re-educate 
vehicle users to park in a safer, legal location. 

 
2. The main area of concern is school traffic and the parents dropping off or collecting from 

Heathwood Lower School. It is the parking of cars during the ‘school run’ which causes the 
greatest inconvenience to residents in Chiltern Gardens. The parking mentality is to park as near 
to the school gate as possible. This causes a choke point, particularly outside the houses nearest to 



the school entrance/exit. The parking extends to the junction of Heath Road. Vehicles are 
commonly double parked, blocking residents driveways and parking on pavements/verges. The 
effect of this is intolerable for residents, prevents emergency access, prevents access to larger 
vehicles and very often, school children have to walk in the road as the pavements are parked on. 
This causes a danger to pedestrians – particularly the very young and vulnerable. There is a ‘Risk 
to Life’ 

 
3. If we assume that double yellow lines are put in place as per the proposal and that vehicle users 

adhere to them, there will be a collateral impact factor. The impact factor will be to compress 
parking into an area of Chiltern Gardens that is already over-parked and dangerously congested. 
Thus creating more danger than danger reduction. I believe that double yellow lines will displace 
a junction visibility danger to an enhanced child-versus-car traffic collision danger 

I would like Central Bedfordshire Council to consider the following options:- 
 

1. Traffic Management Survey Chiltern Gardens between the hours 0800-0900 and 1500-1600 
2. Subject to Survey results, consider School zig-zag markings in Chiltern Gardens on approach to 

Heathwood Lower School. Or white lines across residents drive openings. 
3. Consider making Chiltern Gardens one-way i.e in via north/south and out via the other. This 

could mange flow and parking orientation. But that in itself creates risks in drivers reversing. 
Thank you in advance, 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 



 



 



 

 



 

  



  



 

  
 
PROPOSED Prohibition of waiting – Chiltern Gardens and Clarence Road, 
Leighton Buzzard.  
 
Your Reference: AW/47894/3.12/501127 
 
 
This Authority has considered the proposed Traffic Regulation Order as 
outlined in your letter and offer the following comments for further 
consideration. 
 
Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
This Authority has considered the proposed Traffic Regulation Orders as 
outlined in your letter dated the 8th June 2011, together with the reason(s) 
given. The proposals are accepted by this authority, therefore no objections 
will be offered. 
 
  

 
 
 
  X  

 
 
 
Name: - …Steve Welham  
 
Address …Traffic Management Unit, 
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Road Policing Unit. 
Police Headquarters, 
Woburn Road, 
Kempston, 
Beds. MK43 9AX. 
 
Signed:- …S. P. Welham. 
 


